


















The Whisky Walk at Balmacara 
Country Day

The Scotch Malt Whisky Society: 
Whisky with a difference

May 9

May 9 

Join the highland smugglers hiding from the Excisemen and 
keep the secret of Scotlands stills and ‘the water of life’ safe.  
The Walking Theatre company comes to Balmacara Fair to tell 
the story of the illict whisky trade in the Scottish Highlands. 
Come along and celebrate the countryside with a variety of 
countryside attractions and activities.  

Let our Society expert guide you through fi ve of our exceptional, 
one-of-a-kind whiskies as you sit back, relax and enjoy the 
almost tangible atmosphere of the 18th-century Vaults (one of 
Scotland’s oldest commercial buildings). A superb two-course 
supper is served, with the fi rst course matched perfectly to one 
of the whiskies. Members of the Society can enjoy a £5 saving 
when accompanied with a non-member guest. Bring 6 guests 
or more and your ticket is free!

Balmacara Forest, by Kyle of Lochalsh 
01599 577243 / 01463 791575
forestry.gov.uk
FREE (booking required) 

The Scotch Malt Whisky Society, The Vaults, 87 Giles Street, Edinburgh 
0131 555 2929
smws.co.uk
Members: £30 
Non-Members £35 Tickets are limited.

Homecoming Whisky Auction 
May 13
Have you ever wanted to taste history? Here is your chance – 
join us for a live auction from 8:30am at McTear’s Rare & 
Collectable Whisky Auction giving you the chance to bid for, and 
possible win, some of the rarest bottles of Scotland’s national 
drink. Over 500 rare whiskies will go under the hammer and 
you can be there taking part. You can buy to collect or you can 
buy to drink – the option is yours. Viewing times: Tuesday 12 
May 9am-5pm & Wednesday 13 May 8.30am-10am

McTear’s Auction Galleries, 31 Meiklewood Road, Glasgow
0141 810 2880
mctears.co.uk
FREE to attend
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Illegal Whisky, Smugglers and 
Ancient Forests

Robert Graham Scotch Whisky Tastings

May 29 

May 15

Join the rangers as they visit the forests hidden archaeology 
and learn about the people who lived within the forest, how they 
made illegal whiskey and smuggled it out. The journey will take 
you to our Dog Fall’s illcit whisky still site. The walk is graded 
Moderate and is 12 kilometres long. It is undertaken as part of 
the Glen Affric Walking Festival at the end of May. Our local forest 
ranger Stuart Findlay will be leading the walk, accompanied by 
the Forestry Commission Scotland archaeologist Matt Ritchie.

Join Scotland’s oldest whisky merchant as it opens its Edinburgh 
and Glasgow stores for a day of Scotch Whisky tastings. 
Throughout the day visitors will be have the opportunity to learn 
more about Scotch Whisky and sample some of Scotland’s rare 
and fi nest single malt whiskies as well as their exclusive Robert 
Graham Homecoming Single Islay Malt Whisky specially selected 
to mark the Year of the Homecoming. 

Glen Affric, Strathglass 
forestry.gov.uk
01456 415251
£8 Adults, £2 Children (minimum age 10yrs) 

Robert Graham Ltd, 194a Rose Street, Edinburgh & 
10-14 West Nile St, Glasgow 
0131 226 1874
whisky-cigars.com
FREE 
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Whisky Bars of Glasgow
Throughout May 
Six famous ‘Whisky Bars of Glasgow’ are have joined together 
in a new collaboration in celebrating Scotland’s national drink. 
The authentic bars are all accredited Scotch Whisky Embassies, 
each having a great Whisky range, including single malts, blends 
and rare bottlings; staff trained in Whisky appreciation; and a 
real passion for Scotch Whisky. 

Throughout Glasgow 
whiskybarsofglasgow.com
Prices vary
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Classic Malts™ Cruise
July 11 - 25
The annual Classic Malts™ Cruise attracts sailors from around the world to the 
famous scenery and distilleries of Scotland’s West Coast. From Oban to Talisker, 
and back south to Lagavulin, the sheltered sites of the distilleries remain a 
welcoming haven and places of great hospitality for sailors.

Oban, Skye and Islay
worldcruising.com/classicmaltscruise
Prices vary

The Talisker Taste Experience
July 25 - 26
Discover the distinct and different fl avours of the Classic Malts from the 
Highlands, Islands and Lowland distilleries. Taste unusual and rare whiskies 
in master classes, and talk with leading experts at sessions which include a 
Talisker tasting and the Classic Malt’s world-famous Special Releases. 
Retail area. Entry includes commemorative Glencairn nosing glass.

The Gathering 2009, Holyrood Park, Edinburgh
0131 561 1323
thegathering2009.com
Prices vary

Johnnie Walker Championship 
at Gleneagles
Aug 27 - 30
One of the most exciting sporting events held in Scotland, played over 
The PGA Centenary Course, the venue for the 2014 Ryder Cup matches - the 
Championship attracts some of Europe’s fi nest. Join us in the tented village for 
whisky tastings and an insight into the making of Johnnie Walker.

Gleneagles, Perthshire
01764 694361
johnniewalkerchampionship.com
Prices vary

And it doesn’t stop there! 
Throughout Homecoming year are 
a range of whisky related events 
and festivals
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Isle of Barra Whisky Galore Festival

Blas Festival

Sept 18 - 20

Sept 4 - 12
A warm welcome awaits you in the Highlands of Scotland for the 2009 Blas 
Festival with an authentic fl avour of Highland culture. Blas boasts a vast 
programme of traditional music and events, staged in some of Scotland’s most 
spectacular and iconic landscapes including 5 distillery based concerts spread 
across the North Highland and Speyside region.

In 2009 the beautiful island of Barra is hosting the fi rst ever ‘Whisky Galore 
Festival’. Launching in Kismul Castle, an exciting weekend is planned. 
Take part in the hunt for Whisky on the island where Whisky Galore was born; 
enjoy the craic with the locals; or take part in the golf tournament.

Across the Highlands
01463 783447
blas-festival.com
Prices vary

Across the island of Barra
01871 810 088
Prices vary

Westering Home to Islay

Whisky Week

Throughout 2009

Autumn
In celebration of the national Homecoming and recognition of one of Scotland’s 
great contributions to the world, Whisky Week comprises a unique series of 
gala whisky dinners held in venues across the country, starting with Whisky 
Live in Glasgow.

Celebration of Islay’s rich and unique culture and heritage through music, song, 
storytelling, language, history, ancestry and whisky distilling culminating in two 
weekends in August and September. Strong emphasis on Gaelic and West coast 
culture and whisky, with a whisky experience at Bruichladdich Distillery with 
special courses, talks, tours and tasting.

Glasgow, Edinburgh, Perth, Inverness, Dufftown, Fort William and Oban
01603 633 808
whiskymag.com
Prices vary

Port Mòr, Port Charlotte, Isle of Islay
01496 850441
islandofi slay.co.uk
Prices vary
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Exploring Scotland’s whisky regions will take 
you on a journey of dramatic scenery and 
unforgettable locations. With over 40 distilleries 
open to the public, a month long programme of 
events, as well as year round attractions, planning 
a visit to Scotland’s distilleries and whisky events 
is great fun. Whisky trails and tours - linking local 
distilleries and other attractions – have also been 
created to help you enjoy the perfect experience 
of Scotland and whisky.



Scotch Whisky Embassies
Throughout Homecoming year 
Scotch Whisky Embassies are part of a network of hotels 
throughout Scotland which specialise in Scotch Whisky. 
Each has a great Whisky bar and staffed trained in Whisky 
appreciation. From city-centre hotels to start or end your 
trip, or remote island pubs, Scotch Whisky Embassies are 
in perfect locations from which to experience the best 
of Scotland. From the Isle of Islay, or the banks of Loch 
Lomond to the heart of Speyside, many are within easy 
striking distance of a Whisky distillery.

Throughout Scotland’s year of Homecoming Whisky 
Embassies will be offering accommodation and holiday 
packages with a distinctive Whisky fl avour.

Across Scotland
scotlandwhisky.com
Prices vary

The Malt Whisky Trail
Throughout Homecoming year 
The Malt Whisky Trail winds its way through the Scottish 
Highlands, visiting distilleries in some stunning settings, 
beautiful coastline and picturesque towns. Follow the 
whisky trail signposts as it leads you through working 
distilleries including a fascinating cooperage and a historic 
distillery all set against the picturesque lush countryside 
of Speyside. 

Throughout Speyside
maltwhiskytrail.com

The Whisky Coast
Throughout Homecoming year 
From Islay to Campbeltown, and from Mull to the Isle of 
Skye, The Whisky Coast brings together 16 distilleries 
and a range of hotels, restaurants, golf courses and other 
attractions. Visitors will be introduced to world famous 
whisky and some of the most wild and beautiful coastal 
scenery to be found anywhere. Go it alone or book up for 
a guided tour. 

West Coast of Scotland 
whiskycoast.co.uk
Prices vary

Journey With Taste - 
Scotch Malt Whisky Tastings
Throughout Homecoming year 
This Homecoming, re-ignite your senses with a ‘Journey 
With Taste’. A Journey that will embrace culture, heritage 
and the fl avours of Scotland. Stay in one of Scotland’s 
fi nest hotels, and experience Homecoming hospitality at 
its best. No journey can be complete without exploring the 
rich variety of Malt Scotch Whisky that only Scotland can 
produce in a ‘Journey With Taste’.

Across Scotland
07837 936188
journeywithtaste.co.uk
Prices vary

Speyside Golf Package
May 1 - 10 
Choose from an enticing list of Speyside golf courses 
for either 4 nights and 3 rounds of golf or 7 nights plus 
5 rounds of golf packages which will take in an exciting 
selection of whisky events at the Spirit of Speyside festival. 
Guaranteed tee times and self drive or arranged transport 
available.  

Throughout Speyside
01577 866 716
mortongolf.com
Prices vary

Whisky Coast Southern 
Explorer Tour
May 12 - 18 
An exclusive 7-day small group tour of the Whisky Coast 
including Arran, Kintyre, Islay and the Spirit of the West 
Festival. With distillery visits, special whisky tastings, 
great food, friendly comfortable accommodation and a 
knowledgeable local guide this is a trip of a lifetime for any 
whisky enthusiast.

Across Scotland 
0131 226 3133
rabbies.com
Prices vary

Create your own experience 



Whisky Coast Northern
Explorer Tour
May 15-22 
An exclusive 8-day island hopping, small group tour of the 
Whisky Coast including Oban, Mull, Skye and the Spirit 
of the West Festival. With distillery visits, special whisky 
tastings, great food, friendly comfortable accommodation 
and a knowledgeable local guide this is a trip of a lifetime 
for any whisky enthusiast.

Across Scotland
0131 226 3133
rabbies.com
Prices vary

Whisky Galore Golf Package 
May 16 - 21 
This exciting week offers 7 nights away with 5 rounds of 
golf in some of Perthshire’s great golf course. Enjoy two 
plays at the Pitlochry Festival Theatre including the world 
premiere of Whisky Galore – A Musical! and 4 VIP whisky 
tours at Dewars World of Whisky, the Famous Grouse 
Experience, Edradour and Blair Atholl Distillery.

Across Scotland
01577 866 716
mortongolf.com
Prices vary

Homecoming Scotland
Whisky Tour 
Throughout Homecoming year 
This 8 day self drive tour will take whisky lovers to some 
of the most famous distilleries around Scotland. Starting 
in Edinburgh where you will be invited to the exclusive 
members club at The Scotch Malt Whisky Society, the tour 
will continue to the Highlands, along the whisky trail, to 
Loch Ness and back to the Lowlands via the beautiful 
West coast of Scotland. 

Across Scotland
sales.scotland@hotelbeds.com
Prices vary

Spirit of the West Golf Package 
May 14 - 20 
Tie in a trip to the Spirit of the West festival with 7 nights 
away and 5 rounds of golf at courses along the stunning 
West coast of Scotland. VIP tours will also be on offer for 
Auchentoshan and Springbank Distillery. Guaranteed tee 
times and self drive or arranged transport available. 

Across Scotland 
01577 866 716
mortongolf.com
Prices vary

Exploring the Whisky Coast
Throughout Homecoming year 
A very unusual 9 day self drive tour which will take the 
whisky enthusiast to the whisky producing islands on the 
West coast of Scotland. Not only is there breath taking 
scenery to be enjoyed but also some of the fi nest malt 
whisky. This unique tour will take you to the small and 
hidden locations on the west side of the country giving you 
a true fl avour of Scotland.

Across Scotland
sales.scotland@hotelbeds.com
Prices vary



This events guide contains events for 
Whisky Month, however more Homecoming 
Scotland events are featured on the website 
homecomingscotland2009.com
For information on other events and activities taking 
place across Scotland as well as ideas on things to 
see and do, go to visitscotland.com

Making the Most of Your Visit 
With over 100 information Centres across Scotland, 
VisitScotland’s friendly and knowledgeable staff are 
on hand to help with all aspects of your visit from 
accommodation booking, event information and 
ticketing to travel and route planning, places to visit, 
best views and the local hidden gems! 

To locate the nearest VisitScotland Information Centre 
go to visitscotland.com/wheretofi ndus 

Getting Around Scotland
For general travel information nationwide call 
0871 200 22 33 or visit traveline.org.uk.
For information before you travel on journey times, 
major events, park and ride sites and weather 
conditions on Scotland’s motorway and trunk 
road network visit traffi cscotland.org, or call 
freephone 0800 028 1414. For information about 
public transport options around Scotland visit 
travelinescotland.com or transportdirect.com

Where to Stay
For accommodation information and bookings 
go to visitscotland.com or call into your nearest 
VisitScotland Information Centre where staff can 
check availability and make a booking for you. 



Distilleries to Visit Map Ref Location Telephone Website

Islay
Ardbeg 1 Port Ellen 01496 302244 ardbeg.com

Bowmore 2 Bowmore 01496 810671 bowmore.com

Bruichladdich 3 Bruichladdich 01496 850190 bruichladdich.com

Bunnahabhain 4 Port Askaig 01496 840646 bunnahabhain.com

Caol Ila 5 Port Askaig 01496 302760 discovering-distilleries.com

Kilchoman 6 Bruichladdich 01496 850011 kilchomandistillery.com

Lagavulin 7 Port Ellen 01496 302400 discovering-distilleries.com

Laphroaig 8 Port Ellen 01496 302418 laphroaig.com

Campbeltown
Mitchell’s Glengyle 9 Campbeltown, Argyll 01586 552009 kilkerran.com

Springbank 10 Campbeltown, Argyll 01586 552009 springbankdistillers.com

Lowlands
Auchentoshan 11 Dalmuir, Clydebank 01389 878561 auchentoshan.com

Bladnoch 12 Wigtown 01988 402605 bladnoch.co.uk

Glenkinchie 13 Pencaitland, East Lothian 01875 342004 discovering-distilleries.com

The Scotch Whisky Experience 14 The Royal Mile, Edinburgh 0131 2200441 scotch-whisky-experience.co.uk

Highlands
Ben Nevis 15 Lochy Bridge, Fort William 01397 702476 bennevisdistillery.com

Blair Athol 16 Pitlochry, Perthshire 01796 482003 discovering-distilleries.com

Clynelish 17 Brora, Sutherland 01408 623000 discovering-distilleries.com

Dalmore 18 Alness, Ross-shire 01349 882362 thedalmore.com

Dalwhinnie 19 Dalwhinnie, Inverness-shire 01540 672219 discovering-distilleries.com

Dewar’s World of Whisky 20 Aberfeldy Distillery, Perthshire 01887 822010 dewarswow.com

Edradour 21 Pitlochry, Perthshire 01796 472095 edradour.co.uk

The Famous Grouse Experience 22 Glenturret Distillery, Crieff 01764 657005 famousgrouse.com

Fettercairn 23 Laurencekirk, Kincardineshire 01561 340205 whyteandmackay.co.uk

Glen Ord 24 Muir of Ord, Ross-shire 01463 872004 discovering-distilleries.com

Glen Garioch 25 Oldmeldrum, Aberdeenshire 01651 873450 glengarioch.co.uk

Glendronach 26 Forgue, Aberdeenshire 01466 730202 glendronachdistillery.com 

A visit to a Scotch Whisky distillery
is a truly unique experience.
With no two distilleries being the same, a distillery tour will help to explain what makes 
every Scotch Whisky different. Each has a unique setting and story so no matter which 
distillery you choose to visit – be it island, mainland, large or small – you can expect great 
Scotch Whisky, a warm Scottish welcome, and a fabulous day out. 



Distilleries to Visit Map Ref Location Telephone Website

Highlands cont’d...
Glengoyne 27 Dumgoyne, Glasgow 01360 550254 glengoyne.com

Glenmorangie 28 Tain, Ross-shire 01862 892477 glenmorangie.com

Highland Park 29 Kirkwall, Orkney 01856 874619 highlandpark.co.uk

Isle of Arran 30 Lochranza, Isle of Arran 01770 830264 arranwhisky.com

Jura 31 Criaghouse, Isle of Jura 01496 820240 isleofjura.com

Oban 32 Stafford Street, Oban 01631 572004 discovering-distilleries.com

Pulteney  33 Huddart Street, Wick 01955 602371 oldpulteney.com

Royal Lochnagar 34 Ballater, Aberdeenshire 01339 742700 discovering-distilleries.com

Talisker 35 Carbost, Isle of Skye 01478 614308 discovering-distilleries.com

Tobermory 36 Tobermory, Isle of Mull 01688 302645 tobermory.co.uk

Tomatin 37 Tomatin, Inverness-shire 01808 511444 tomatin.com

Tullibardine 38 Blackford, Perthshire 01764 682252 tullibardine.com 

Speyside
Aberlour 39 Aberlour, Banffshire 01340 881249 aberlour.com

The Balvenie 40 Dufftown, Banffshire 01340 820373 balvenie.com

Benromach 41 Forres, Moray 01309 675968 benromach.com

Cardhu 42 Knockando, Moray 01340 872555 discovering-distilleries.com

Cragganmore 43 Ballindalloch, Banffshire 01479 874700 discovering-distilleries.com

Dallas Dhu 44 Forres, Morayshire 01309 676548 historic-scotland.gov.uk

Glen Grant 45 Rothes, Morayshire 01340 832118 glengrant.com

Glen Moray 46 Bruceland Road, Elgin 01343 550900 glenmoray.com

Glenfarclas 47 Ballindalloch, Banffshire 01807 500257 glenfarclas.co.uk

Glenfi ddich 48 Dufftown, Banffshire 01340 820373 glenfi ddich.co.uk

The Glenlivet 49 Ballindalloch, Banffshire 01340 821720 theglenlivet.com

The Macallan 50 Craigellachie, Aberlour 01340 872280 themacallan.com

Speyside Cooperage 51 Dufftown Road, Banffshire 01340 871108 speysidecooperage.co.uk

Strathisla 52 Seafi eld Avenue, Banffshire 01542 783044 maltwhiskydistilleries.com

The images in this guide are the property of Homecoming Scotland, Scottish Viewpoint, Event Organisers and photographers across the UK. The images must not be 
reproduced, copied or replicated in any way. The information contained in this publication is as supplied to EventScotland and to the best of EventScotland’s knowledge 
was correct at the time of going to press. EventScotland can accept no responsibility for any error. Events can be subject to change, we recommend you check details 
before travelling. 

Special thanks to The Scotch Whisky Association and Scotlandwhisky.com, and festival and industry partners. Design. Stand | www.stand-united.co.uk

Please note opening times and tours will vary from each distillery and it 
is recommended you check times and availability of tours before travelling. 
For full details of each distillery visit ScotlandWhisky.com



homecomingscotland2009.com/whiskymonth

Whisky Month is part of the Homecoming Scotland 2009 programme of events.
To fi nd out more and to register for updates visit:


